
PUBLIC ART AT THE CRANE BUILDING
“THE PAST SUPPORTING THE FUTURE”

THE CRANE CHINATOWN BUILDING

This project is being supported by Mural Arts Philadelphia, the Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation, and the 
Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority's Percent for Art Program.

For years, the people of Chinatown have needed a community center to answer 
many needs. Needs such as a place where children can play. Where elders can 
gather. Where cultural events take place. Crane Chinatown is such a center. It is an 
ambitious multi-use building that contains many things. It contains a basketball 
court, play areas for children, gathering areas for elders. It will hold cultural events. 
It will house social services for families, health and education. And it contains 
quality housing for retired seniors and new immigrants. It may also serve to house 
young Central City professionals.

Crane Chinatown is an important accomplishment. We have the Philadelphia 
Chinatown Development Cooperation (PCDC) and its partners to thank. They have 
worked many years to turn a dream into a reality.

Chinatown is an important regional hub for Asian life and culture. Chinatown has 
outgrown the space it occupies. The Crane Chinatown Building is located at 10th 
and Vine Streets. It sits next to the Vine Street Expressway. For twenty-five years 
the Expressway has formed an artificial edge to Chinatown.

Chinatown has outgrown the space it occupies. Crane Chinatown is a gateway to a 
new area of Chinatown. The northward growth of Chinatown is an homage to Asian 
resilience and vitality. This community space helps to influence redevelopment, 
gentrification and generational change.

To mark the significance of the Crane building, three organizations - the 
Philadelphia Chinatown Development Corporation, Mural Arts Philadelphia, and 
the Philadelphia Redevelopment Authority - have hired four Asian artists to create 
two murals for the building. One mural will be on an exterior wall, the other will be 
inside the building. The artists will build on the theme of “The Past Supporting the 
Future.”

The artists want help from the public in developing their theme. You can help them 
by sharing your stories and histories, your experiences and ideas. What they learn 
from you will help them generate images and designs for the artwork.

In the coming months, the artists will be inviting the public to participate in:
• Brainstorming sessions
• Workshops teaching you how to make video-recordings with families and friends
• Painting workshops

Due to Covid-19 we will be conducting most of the workshops and interviews 
online. We will use Zoom, WeChat, Facebook, Instagram, FaceTime and other 
platforms.

Some issues we hope to explore:
• Chinatown’s history
• Asian-American experiences in the U.S. and Philadelphia
• The experience of immigrants coming to the U.S.
• The experience of U.S.-born Asian Americans
• Hopes for the future
• Relationships with countries of origin 
• What it means to have a historic Chinatown Philly, and how it relates to more 
   recent Asian-American neighborhoods, (for example- the Vietnamese 
   community in South Philly)

Would you like to be a part of this important project? Please contact the 
Chinatown Crane Mural Team at chinatowncranemural@gmail.com.

To thank you for your participation, we will be offering project participants gift 
certificates from Asian-owned Chinatown businesses (as long as supplies last).

For more information, please go to: 
https://www.muralarts.org/artworks/chinatown-crane

1. 家和超市
Asian Fresh Food Market
142 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

3. 亚洲工艺
Asia Crafts
124 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

5. 泡泡鱼 
Bubblefish Restaurant
909 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

7. 西安小吃 
Xi’an Sizzling Woks
902 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

9. 文旺 
M Kee
1002 Race St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

2. 蕉叶
Banana Leaf Malaysian Cuisine
1009 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

4. 一杯茶
A Cup of Tea
115 N 9th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

6. 友情客串 
Friendship BBQ
927 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

8. 杏花村甜品店 
Heung Fa Chun Sweet House
112 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

10. 成都小吃 
Delightful Garden
906 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

11. 嘉旺大饭店 
Canto House
941 Race St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

13. 巴黎贝甜 
Paris Baguette
923 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

15. 台江小吃 
Tai Jiang
104 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

17. 大家乐面包 
K C's Pastries
109 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

19. 峨眉
EMei Restaurant
915 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

12. 多糖 
More Sugar
125 N 11th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

14. 愿茶 
Moge Tee
1025 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

16. 斯诺秀冰淇淋 
Snow Ice & Hot Dessert
1001 Arch St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

18. 太湖
Tai Lake Restaurant
134 N 10th St, Philadelphia, PA 19107

20. 百味轩
BAI WEI
1038 Race St, Philadelphia, PA 19107
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